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SUBJECT: CROP DAMAGE IN CHEKIANG 

DURING A RECENT VISIT TO HANGCHOW, USLO OFFICER WAS 
TOLD BY SEVERAL RESIDENTS THAT A HARD WINTER HAD 
SEVERELY DAMAGED MANY LOCAL CROPS. ONE CHINA TRAVEL 
SERVICE GUIDE SAID THERE HAD BEEN FIVE "KILLING SNOWS" 

IN JANUARY THAT HAD A PARTICULARLY BAD EFFECT ON THE 
TEA AND RAPESEED. VEGETABLE CROPS HAD ALSO SUFFERED. 

THE HANGCHOW AREA, NORMALLY A SUPPLIER OF VEGETABLES TO 
OTHER AREAS, WAS NOT IMPORTING VEGETABLES. HE ADDED THAT 
THE SNOW HAD EXTENDED AS FAR SOUTH AS FUKIEN PROVINCE. 
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